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10 February 2025 

Dear Chancellor, 

Please don’t bulldoze through Labour’s greatest legacy: England’s National Parks 

Among the many announcements in your speech on 29 January, were two that are profound 

for England’s National Parks and National Landscapes. Did you consider your mandatory 

duty to seek to further these Protected Landscapes before making these announcements? 

For example, how does your support of Gatwick Expansion seek to further the South Downs 

National Park, when it will have a devastating impact on its tranquillity and dark skies? Did 

you consider your legal duty to seek to further the natural beauty of Kent Downs National 

Landscape before deciding to seek private finance for the Lower Thames Crossing? If you 

are in any doubt about how seriously you should be taking this mandatory duty, you should 

talk to your cabinet colleague, Angela Rayner, who last week was forced to concede that she 

had acted illegally when ignoring this duty. 

The Lower Thames Crossing does not yet have planning approval but if it does go ahead, it 

will involve significant roadbuilding in the Kent Downs National Landscape, a Protected 

Landscape designated for its natural beauty, and afforded the highest levels of planning 

protection. When the Secretary of State for Transport, Heidi Alexander, decides whether to 

grant consent for this scheme, she will need to ensure her decision complies with the strong 

duties which apply in Protected Landscapes as a result of changes introduced in the 

Levelling Up and Regeneration Act (LURA) 2023. This duty requires Government Ministers 

and other relevant authorities to seek to further the statutory purposes of Protected 

Landscapes when making decisions which affect land in these areas. This means that any 

decisions relating to the Lower Thames Crossing must seek to further the objective of 

conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the Kent Downs. The Kent Downs National 

Landscape Team have made it absolutely clear when commenting on this scheme that 

approving it in its current form would not meet the requirements of the new duty as “the harm 

to the Kent Downs National Landscape arising from the Project could be wholly avoided by 

choosing one of the alternative locations/alternative ways of meeting the need (such as 

technological methods of managing traffic flows)”. 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010032/TR010032-006348-Kent%20Downs%20SoS%20Consulation%202%20Response.pdf


The decision on whether to give the go-ahead to Gatwick expansion will also be for the 

Transport Secretary, and again she will need to be sure that her decision complies with the 

strengthened Protected Landscape duty.  

Last month, the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government was 

forced to concede that she had acted illegally, by failing to apply the new LURA duty when 

making decisions about a planning case in the Dedham Vale National Landscape. This was 

an important precedent – and we should not have to resort to the courts to ensure that legal 

requirements are complied with.  

We would like reassurance that you take your responsibilities towards Protected Landscapes 

seriously and that you will be applying the LURA duty when making decisions on the funding 

of any other proposals which affect Protected Landscapes. If necessary, you should also 

reconsider decisions you have already made about the financing of the Lower Thames 

Crossing and Gatwick expansion, in order to ensure they comply with this duty. 

We recognise that you have tough choices about how best to address the economic 

challenges the country currently faces. But that should not come at the expense of the 

Protected Landscapes which are one of your party’s greatest and lasting legacies. It was 

Labour that created the National Parks and National Landscapes (then known as Areas of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty) in the aftermath of the Second World War when rationing was 

still in place. Labour designated the South Downs, England’s youngest National Park, at a 

time when the country was still reeling from the effects of the 2008 financial crash. Your 

Labour forebears recognised the importance of protecting England’s most iconic landscapes 

for working people – and from inappropriate development - even in economically challenging 

times. That need is even stronger today, for the sake of the nation’s health, and for the sake 

of the nature and climate that all our futures depend on. We would welcome the opportunity 

to show you just why these places are so special and why they must not be sacrificed. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Dr Rose O’Neill, Chief Executive, Campaign for National Parks 



From: Transport Secretary <transportsecretary@dft.gov.uk> 
Sent: 12 February 2025 12:53
To: action chancellors1 (HM Treasury Mail Contact) 

 

Subject: RE: [Transfer] Subject: Please don’t bulldoze through Labour’s greatest legacy: England’s
National Parks From: Rose O’Neill, Chief Executive, Campaign for National Parks To: Rachel
Reeves 11022025

 
On the basis we’d be sending the limited response, that’s fine 

) | Deputy Principal Private Secretary, Secretary of State's Office, Department
for Transport
1st Floor |    

The Secretary of State’s box closes at Midday Monday – Thursday, when parliament is sitting.
To contact the Secretary of State’s office, please e-mail
transportsecretary@dft.gov.uk
Find out more information about the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of State’s office and their responsibilities, templates and guidance,
parliamentary recess and duty rotas.

Please note that all e-mails and their attachments sent by a Private Secretary on behalf of a Minister
relating to a decision or comment made by a Minister, or note of a Ministerial meeting, should be filed
appropriately by the recipient. DfT Private Office does not keep official records of such e-mails or
documents attached to, or forwarded with, them.

From: Chancellor's Action - HMT <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk> 
Sent: 12 February 2025 11:02
To: Transport Secretary <transportsecretary@dft.gov.uk>; POCorrespondence
<POCorrespondence@dft.gov.uk>
Cc: action chancellors1 (HM Treasury Mail Contact) <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk>;

Subject: Re: [Transfer] Subject: Please don’t bulldoze through Labour’s greatest legacy: England’s
National Parks From: Rose O’Neill, Chief Executive, Campaign for National Parks To: Rachel
Reeves 11022025

 
Hi Ollie,

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftransportsecretary%40dft.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CYusaf.Amin%40dft.gov.uk%7Caa106ebf08a44574072108dd4c1c4375%7C28b782fb41e148eabfc3ad7558ce7136%7C0%7C0%7C638750409044754911%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3HTHyjWYFk0PNCfa2BYPtzoYoTuiCYL4c8Buziz4x7c%3D&reserved=0
https://intranet.dft.gov.uk/page/our-secretary-state
https://intranet.dft.gov.uk/page/our-secretary-state
https://intranet.dft.gov.uk/page/ministerial-templates-drafting-preferences-and-box-deadlines-0
https://intranet.dft.gov.uk/section/how/how-work-ministers/ministerial-team-duty-rota-and-upcoming-recess-dates
https://intranet.dft.gov.uk/section/how/how-work-ministers/ministerial-team-duty-rota-and-upcoming-recess-dates
mailto:action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk
mailto:transportsecretary@dft.gov.uk
mailto:POCorrespondence@dft.gov.uk
mailto:action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk


 
We have discussed this on our side and despite the restrictions you have mentioned from a
DfT perspective, we would still be grateful if you could do a DfT response.
 
Grateful if you can confirm if you accept transfer.
 
Regards,

From: Chancellor's Action - HMT <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk>
Sent: 11 February 2025 13:50
To: Transport Secretary <transportsecretary@dft.gov.uk>; POCorrespondence
<POCorrespondence@dft.gov.uk>
Cc: Chancellor's Action - HMT <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk>; Chancellor's Action -
HMT <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: [Transfer] Subject: Please don’t bulldoze through Labour’s greatest legacy: England’s
National Parks From: Rose O’Neill, Chief Executive, Campaign for National Parks To: Rachel
Reeves 11022025

 
Hello Ollie,
 
I hope you are well.
 
Thank you for letting me know.
 
Kind regards,
Shuhenna
 
  

Shuhenna Azharmiah|Chancellor’s Office Registry Manager
HM Treasury, 1 Horse Guards Road, SW1A 2HQ |

www.gov.uk/hm-treasury  | Twitter: @hmtreasury

 
 

From: Transport Secretary <transportsecretary@dft.gov.uk> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2025 1:42 PM
To: Chancellor's Action - HMT <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk>; Transfer, Ministerial -
HMT <Ministerial.Transfer@hmtreasury.gov.uk>
Cc: Chancellor's Action - HMT <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk>; POCorrespondence
<POCorrespondence@dft.gov.uk>
Subject: RE: [Transfer] Subject: Please don’t bulldoze through Labour’s greatest legacy: England’s
National Parks From: Rose O’Neill, Chief Executive, Campaign for National Parks To: Rachel
Reeves 11022025
 
Hi Shuhenna,

mailto:action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk
mailto:transportsecretary@dft.gov.uk
mailto:POCorrespondence@dft.gov.uk
mailto:action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk
mailto:action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2Fhmtreasury%3Fref_src%3Dtwsrc*5Egoogle*7Ctwcamp*5Eserp*7Ctwgr*5Eauthor__%3BJSUlJSU!!HEBAkwG3r5RD!6jd1D6Prb2zpkN6enn6TnPZNoFVulSR9Gk8tTIAyx7x-sWj4I9pu_VTTw2oxrRfGSXXysb3DVJDA8SVe2CiWXj14Bu7fM6qRpNtoNsMAHPlqtsI%24&data=05%7C02%7CYusaf.Amin%40dft.gov.uk%7Caa106ebf08a44574072108dd4c1c4375%7C28b782fb41e148eabfc3ad7558ce7136%7C0%7C0%7C638750409044794235%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5rZUK90aDMDdn1APuLO1RmVMYeOfhtzqNd2TIRkyVc4%3D&reserved=0
mailto:transportsecretary@dft.gov.uk
mailto:action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk
mailto:Ministerial.Transfer@hmtreasury.gov.uk
mailto:action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk
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If we responded to this, given we’re the department considering the planning
applications referenced, we’d be severely restricted in terms of what we could say to
protect the integrity of the planning process.

If you wanted to provide a more substantive response on the specific issues referenced
concerning protected landscapes and LURA, then DEFRA and MHCLG respectively
would be best placed. 

) | Deputy Principal Private Secretary, Secretary of State's Office, Department
for Transport
1st Floor  

The Secretary of State’s box closes at Midday Monday – Thursday, when parliament is sitting.
To contact the Secretary of State’s office, please e-mail
transportsecretary@dft.gov.uk
Find out more information about the
Secretary of State, the Secretary of State’s office and their responsibilities, templates and guidance,
parliamentary recess and duty rotas.
Please note that all e-mails and their attachments sent by a Private Secretary on behalf of a Minister
relating to a decision or comment made by a Minister, or note of a Ministerial meeting, should be filed
appropriately by the recipient. DfT Private Office does not keep official records of such e-mails or
documents attached to, or forwarded with, them.

From: Chancellor's Action - HMT <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk> 
Sent: 11 February 2025 12:12
To: Transport Secretary <transportsecretary@dft.gov.uk>; POCorrespondence
<POCorrespondence@dft.gov.uk>; Transfer, Ministerial - HMT
<Ministerial.Transfer@hmtreasury.gov.uk>
Cc: action chancellors1 (HM Treasury Mail Contact) <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk>
Subject: [Transfer] Subject: Please don’t bulldoze through Labour’s greatest legacy: England’s
National Parks From: Rose O’Neill, Chief Executive, Campaign for National Parks To: Rachel
Reeves 11022025
 
Good afternoon,
 
I hope you are well.
 
We would like to transfer this correspondence to the Transport Secretary.
 
Please let me know if you are content with this transfer.
 
Kind regards,
Shuhenna
  

Shuhenna Azharmiah|Chancellor’s Office Registry Manager
HM Treasury, 1 Horse Guards Road, SW1A 2HQ |

 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftransportsecretary%40dft.gov.uk%2F&data=05%7C02%7CYusaf.Amin%40dft.gov.uk%7Caa106ebf08a44574072108dd4c1c4375%7C28b782fb41e148eabfc3ad7558ce7136%7C0%7C0%7C638750409044810950%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZBQcMqEcyCFDUvnXYmiMzsbVoA%2F2OKT0CpTtAY9FtNs%3D&reserved=0
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From: Humphrey, Dominic - HMT > 
Sent: Tuesday, February 11, 2025 9:36 AM
To: Peel, Jenny - HMT <

 

Subject: RE: [Action] Subject: Please don’t bulldoze through Labour’s greatest legacy: England’s
National Parks From: Rose O’Neill, Chief Executive, Campaign for National Parks To: Rachel
Reeves 10022025
 
Thanks Jenny
 

T, we’ve taken a look on this and think the best thing to do here
is ask the Transport Secretary to respond on behalf of HMG, given the responsibilities raised
in the letter are all responsibilities of the Transport Secretary.
 
Thanks

Dom
 
Dom Humphrey | Senior Policy Adviser – Roads | Enterprise and Growth Unit
HM Treasury, 2 Orange, 1 Horse Guards Road, London, SW1A 2HQ | M: 07866165051
 www.hm-treasury.gov.uk
 
From: Peel, Jenny - HMT k> 
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2025 1:38 PM
To: Chancellor's Action - HMT <

 

Subject: RE: [Action] Subject: Please don’t bulldoze through Labour’s greatest legacy: England’s
National Parks From: Rose O’Neill, Chief Executive, Campaign for National Parks To: Rachel
Reeves 10022025
 
Thank you, this is actually about the LTC and Heathrow expansion so think best placed for
Transport team to lead with CET support on how CX was advised on these with regard to
EPPS/NZ.
 

From: Chancellor's Action - HMT < > 
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2025 1:35 PM
To: Climate Environment Team <ClimateEnvironmentTeam@hmtreasury.gov.uk>
Cc: Chancellor's Action - HMT <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk>; 
<
Subject: [Action] Subject: Please don’t bulldoze through Labour’s greatest legacy: England’s
National Parks From: Rose O’Neill, Chief Executive, Campaign for National Parks To: Rachel
Reeves 10022025

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hm-treasury.gov.uk%2F__%3B!!HEBAkwG3r5RD!_83_JGhfLuIQzn1iRHuyKx6ncIfvKUyN66vLAE3xzUM-MmEGRj8sObGI3qOYIsQ1pMIfNoyS_PRu6GR6fY091zg5BUkA1WmG1EI0i5DHXJFs858%24&data=05%7C02%7CYusaf.Amin%40dft.gov.uk%7Caa106ebf08a44574072108dd4c1c4375%7C28b782fb41e148eabfc3ad7558ce7136%7C0%7C0%7C638750409044862874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IuifFt%2BGzZ%2FFX%2F%2FhUvAGGV97CSP3WEiqk5grDbSsUPI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ClimateEnvironmentTeam@hmtreasury.gov.uk
mailto:action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk


 
 
Hi All,
 
Please find attached an invitation received by the Chancellor's office on 10th February. Can the
lead policy adviser confirm this has been picked up within 2 working days.
 
Please send a 250 word paragraph of advice on this invitation to be put to the Chancellor
and a draft response if required by 17th February 2025.
 

If a JM is better placed to handle this correspondence, or if a similar letter has been sent to
a JM, please flag and advise which PO should lead on the response.
If no response is necessary please advise a nil response as part of your advice and set out
reasons as appropriate. Please advise whether the CX should see this for info.  
For any policy issues which may require a longer time to deal with, please discuss with
CX Action and the relevant PS who is copied.  

 
If the recommendation is to accept, send up a paragraph and not a draft response. Consider
whether a JM could take this as part of the advice.
 
If the recommendation is to decline, send up a paragraph and a draft response if needed. Please
also consider whether a JM could take this as part of the advice.
 
Please attach the original correspondence when you send the advice and draft letter. Please use
templates on CX’s Redbox page to format draft letters and advice.
 
Where to send: All responses should be sent to CX action and copied to the relevant PS, Sophie
Welch and other teams as needed.
 
Kind regards,
Shuhenna
 
 
  

Shuhenna Azharmiah|Chancellor’s Office Registry Manager
HM Treasury, 1 Horse Guards Road, SW1A 2HQ |

 
 
 

From: Nick Hall <  
Sent: Monday, February 10, 2025 10:42 AM
To: Chancellor's Action - HMT <action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk>
Subject: Please don’t bulldoze through Labour’s greatest legacy: England’s National Parks
 
Dear Chancellor,
 
Please see the attached letter from the Chief Executive of Campaign for National Parks, Dr Rose

O’Neill, regarding your recent speech on growth (29th January) which included your support for
Gatwick expansion and the Lower Thames Crossing.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Ftris42.sharepoint.com%2Fsites%2Fhmt_redbox_aboutus%2FSitePages%2FChancellor-of-the-Exchequer.aspx%3Fweb%3D1*diary-manager__%3BIw!!HEBAkwG3r5RD!_83_JGhfLuIQzn1iRHuyKx6ncIfvKUyN66vLAE3xzUM-MmEGRj8sObGI3qOYIsQ1pMIfNoyS_PRu6GR6fY091zg5BUkA1WmG1EI0i5DHZK51zEI%24&data=05%7C02%7CYusaf.Amin%40dft.gov.uk%7Caa106ebf08a44574072108dd4c1c4375%7C28b782fb41e148eabfc3ad7558ce7136%7C0%7C0%7C638750409044879410%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=V0JM4YHbP3LH%2BA1IkxnqccEBbkpxWfjvDUyQll4C%2BvQ%3D&reserved=0
mailto:action.chancellors@hmtreasury.gov.uk


 
Last month, the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government was forced
to concede that she had acted illegally, by failing to apply a new mandatory LURA duty to seek to
further the purposes of Protected Landscapes in a planning case in the Dedham Vale National
Landscape. The attached letter from our Chief Executive asks for urgent reassurance that you
take your responsibilities towards Protected Landscapes seriously and that you will be applying
the LURA duty when making decisions on the funding of any other proposals which affect
Protected Landscapes. If necessary, you should also reconsider decisions you have already made
about the financing of the Lower Thames Crossing and Gatwick expansion, in order to ensure
they comply with this duty.
 
We recognise that you have tough choices about how best to address the economic challenges
the country currently faces. But that should not come at the expense of the Protected
Landscapes which are one of your party’s greatest and lasting legacies. As set out in the letter,
we would welcome the opportunity to show you just why National Parks are so special and why
they must not be sacrificed.
 
Regards,
 

Political Affairs and Campaigns Manager, Campaign for National Parks 

 

 
Registered Charity (no. 295336) and Company Limited by Guarantee in England and Wales (no.
2045556)
Registered office Campaign for National Parks, Canopi, 82 Tanner Street, London, SE1 3GN
 

 

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to whom
they are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient and have received this email in error, please
notify the sender and delete the email. This footnote also confirms that our email communications may
be monitored to ensure the secure and effective operation of our systems and for other lawful purposes,
and that this email has been swept for malware and viruses.

_______________________________________________________________________________
___________
This email has originated from external sources and has been scanned by DfT’s email
scanning service.
_______________________________________________________________________________
___________

The information in this email may be confidential or otherwise protected by law. If you received
it in error, please let us know by return e-mail and then delete it immediately, without printing
or passing it on to anybody else.



Incoming and outgoing e-mail messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our policy
on the use of electronic communications and for other lawful purposes.
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